
 

 

 

LAURENTIAN ARCHITECTURE CLT PROJECT CREATES ‘IMPRESSIVE PROFILE’ 
School’s Phase Two showcases Cross-Laminated Timber construction  

 

SUDBURY, ON (JUNE 4th, 2015) – A two-storey structure built with cross-laminated timber 

(CLT) and glulam wood products is taking shape at the Laurentian University School of 

Architecture under construction in downtown Sudbury, Ontario.   The CLT structure is part of the 

54,000 sq ft Phase Two facility of the new School, and it represents the most significant use of 

CLT in a public building in Ontario to date.   

 

“The assembly of the 9-metre tall CLT panels creates an impressive profile for Laurentian 

Architecture,” said Dr. Terrance Galvin, Founding Director of the School of Architecture.  “The 

CLT structure is innovative, beautiful, and sustainable, and reflects the School’s focus on 

northern design.”   

Officials of Laurentian University and its School of Architecture today welcomed guests, 

including representatives of the Centre for Research in the Bio-Economy (CRIBE), a funder of 

the CLT demonstration project, and representatives of Wood WORKS!, a program of the 

Canadian Wood Council, for a site visit.   

“This building represents a significant leap in the evolution of educational buildings and clearly 

demonstrates what can be achieved with CLT,” said Marianne Bérubé, Executive Director, 

Ontario Wood WORKS!.  “This will be an interactive learning environment where the wood 

structure itself embodies the innovative and sustainable design concepts being learned by 

Laurentian’s architecture students.”    

The use of wood instead of other construction materials in the Laurentian Architecture project 

affords an important environmental benefit, reducing carbon dioxide emissions by more than 

150 metric tons, as compared with a conventional building, according to a carbon calculation 

prepared by Ontario Wood WORKS!.  (Please see attachment for more on the carbon 

summary.)  

“Wood was a staple material of Canada's past, and now we are seeing it as the building 

material of the future,” said architect David Warne, of LGA Architectural Partners.  “It’s strong, 

it’s renewable, and it is emblematic of northern industry and sustainable design.”  

 

There has been growing interest in the use of timber products like CLT, which is sometimes 

described as ‘the new concrete’ because of its strength and versatility.  Changes to the Ontario 

Building Code are expected to promote the construction of more and taller buildings 

incorporating CLT and other wood products.   

 

Phase Two of the Laurentian Architecture project will comprise both the West Wing and a North 

Wing, a steel-framed structure with mezzanines above the second floor.  The two new wings will 

house classrooms and studio space, a lecture theatre, lounges and office areas, while creating 



 

 

an inner courtyard and a public walkway.  The new structures of Phase Two will connect with 

the re-furbished historic buildings on the site, the old CPR Freight Shed and the CP Telegraph 

Building, which have provided classroom, studio and office space since the School of 

Architecture opened in September, 2013.  The School has accepted 70 students each fall since 

its launch, and looks forward to welcoming the 2015-16 cohort this September.    
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About Laurentian University 

Laurentian University offers an outstanding university experience in English and French, with a 
comprehensive approach to Indigenous education.  Laurentian University, situated on the 
traditional territory of the Anishinabe peoples of Atikameksheng First Nation, prepares students 
as agents of change and empowers them to create innovative responses to local and global 
challenges. Laurentian’s students benefit from small class sizes and exceptional post-
graduation employment rates.  With nine Canada Research Chairs and nineteen research 
centres, Laurentian is a recognized leader in its specialized areas of research strength, which 
include mining innovation and exploration, stressed watershed systems, particle astrophysics 
and rural and northern children’s health. Laurentian University has secured over $100 million in 
research income in the past five years.  
 

For more information on Laurentian University visit www.laurentian.ca 
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