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Winners of the Ontario Wood WORKS! 2018 Wood Design Awards 
 
(Toronto, November 20, 2018)  Architects, engineers, developers and other construction industry professionals 
from across Ontario came together to celebrate excellence in wood design at the 18th annual Ontario Wood 
WORKS! Awards Night.  The awards program honours people and organizations that, through design excellence, 
advocacy, and innovation, are advancing the use of wood in all types of construction. 
 
“Each year we look forward to honouring Ontario’s wood design leaders through our Wood Design Awards 
program,” said Marianne Berube, executive director of Ontario Wood WORKS!. “Wood construction is 
experiencing a renaissance, and it’s exciting to have this opportunity to celebrate some of what’s happening in 
this industry.”   
 
Ontario Wood WORKS! presented 13 awards at the event. Eleven awards went to specific wood projects and 
two were given to professionals for contributions to the building industry that advance the case for wood 
design and construction.  
 
“There are many reasons to build with wood,” concluded Berube. “It is strong, beautiful, cost-effective and 
versatile. These are important advantages, but I think the real driver behind wood’s growing popularity is its 
huge potential to increase construction efficiency and lower carbon impacts. Wood construction is transforming 
the way we build, helping mitigate climate change, and leading us to more sustainable communities.” 
 
Wood WORKS! is a national, industry-led initiative of the Canadian Wood Council that promotes and supports 
the use of wood in all types of construction. Working with the design community, Wood WORKS! connects 
practitioners with resources related to the use of wood in commercial, industrial, institutional and multi-unit 
residential construction, assists in product sourcing, and delivers educational seminars and training 
opportunities to existing and future practitioners. 

 
Individual project profiles and high-resolution colour photos available on request. 

For additional information or to arrange interviews contact Sarah Hicks: 
 

1-866-886-3574 ext. 3     •     1-705-796-3381 (cell / best)     •     shicks@cwc.ca 

wood-works.ca/ontario/wda
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2018 Ontario Wood WORKS! Award Winners 
 

Award Winner 

Ontario Mass 
Timber Award 
 
Sponsored by:    
Ministry of 
Natural 
Resources & 
Forestry 
 
Photos: 
Doublespace 
Photography   
 

Project:  DARE (Discovery, Applied Research, Entrepreneurship) District, Algonquin College (Ottawa, ON) 
Architects:  Diamond Schmitt Architects; Edward J. Cuhaci and Associates Architects 
Structural Engineer:  Adjeleian Allen Rubeli Ltd.  
   
The new DARE District building at Algonquin College is an 80,000 sq. ft. renovation and addition comprised 
of four distinct but integrated program spaces on three levels surrounding an exterior courtyard space. A 
former two-storey library building located at the centre of the campus was taken back to its concrete shell 
and a new double-height third floor with a vaulted mass timber roof was added on top. A new feature stair 
along the west elevation connects all three levels. A new single storey addition adjacent to the main 
building faces the courtyard and contains the Indigenous Commons.  
 
Adding a new floor on top of the existing structure offered a unique opportunity to create a dramatic 
double height space that did not have to conform to the existing floor to floor heights or rectilinear form. 
However, it was also critical that the new roof did not extend above the adjacent existing roof heights to 
avoid adding snow loads onto the existing structures. The curved profile allowed the space to reach a 
height of 7.2m at the high point in the centre, while maintaining a more standard 3.8m height along the 
north and south sides, achieving both of these goals.  
 
The curved NLT roof is an elegant expression of the new Library and Learning Centre housed within it. It is 
used by students across the campus and is open 24 hours a day. The exposed wood beams and soffit 
create a warm and inviting environment for the library interior, and also add a sense of drama and scale. 
The height of the space allows abundant daylight into the library through full height curtain wall at both 
the east and west ends and clerestory glazing along the north and south sides. Interior linear and circular 
LED fixtures up-light the wood deck enhancing the warm wood tones and animating the space. The 
exposed NLT also absorbs sound, and along with wood slat acoustic panels, contributes to excellent 
acoustics in the large open volume.  
 

Environmental  
Building Award 
 
Sponsored by: 
Natural 
Resources 
Canada  
 
Photos:   
Elyse Booth, 
Shutter Fotos 
(interior) and 
Cowbell Brewing 
Co. (exterior) 

Project:  Cowbell Brewing Co. (Blyth, ON) 
Architect: Allan Avis Architects Inc.   
Structural Engineers:  Tacoma Engineers; Debbert Engineering Inc. 
 
 Whether in building design or brewery design and operation, Cowbell endeavours to maintain highly 
sustainable practices, and the comprehensive use of wood throughout the facility helped achieve this 
mandate. The building and property were designed to recognize the farming heritage in Huron County. 
The building is an interpretation of the traditional bank barn. As the home of a brewery, restaurant, bar 
and retail space, it houses many contemporary elements and state-of-the-art equipment.  
 
Aside from its sheer size, one of the building’s most impressive characteristics is its timber frame structure, 
visible throughout the interior. Special care and attention were taken in detailing and execution, to 
celebrate this trade's time-honoured tradition. A host of trades, infilling the spaces with the necessary 
infrastructure and decoration, took equal care installing their exposed systems, resulting in appealing and 
interesting visuals and an underlying theme of authenticity of building materials and components.  
 
Cowbell is committed to minimizing the environmental impact of the brewery and restaurant building by 
reducing energy consumption using smart building enclosure systems, equipment, and lighting; by 
dramatically reducing water consumption in the brewing process; and by providing systems derived from 
the building’s conceptual inspiration. The lofty interior spaces use rooftop cupolas, with remote control 
windows, as an effective, traditional means of ventilation. The building’s orientation on the property and 
the use of naturally-insulating wood effectively reduce the energy required for heating and cooling.  
 



Interior Wood 
Design Award 
 
Sponsored by: 
Rayonier  
 
Photos:  
Richard Johnson 
Photography 
  

Project: SUD Forno on Temperance (Toronto, ON) 
Architect:  Giannone Petricone Associates Inc. Architects 
 
At  SUD Forno, a bakery concept designed to bring people together with food served at different ‘speeds’, 
the monumental wood vault is the unifying instrument. The lace-like, overarching structure is made of 
quarter-sawn solid white oak with a clear matte lacquer and class ‘A’ flame control coating. It spans and 
collects people from the entrance and close coffee bar, through the cafeteria style seating, altar-like 
“tavola calda,” and finally to the bakery and ovens captured at its end by a deep arch of mahogany.  
 
Inserted in a 19th C. heritage building on Toronto’s historic Yonge Street, the design exposes the existing 
bones of the vintage building behind and between new installations of wood, steel, glass, and stone. SUD 
experiments with the classical sculpture idea of the non-finito where the exposed clay bricks, masonry 
pilasters and steel frames are read against the woven ceiling of solid wood boards to render a kind-of ruin 
where the finished layer has been eroded away; much like an unfinished wood lattice still awaiting its final 
layer of plaster. The large-scale wood element allows this multivalent new food concept to unfold under a 
highly textured overhead canopy broken only by a custom-designed light fixture that spills through the 
vault from the second-floor concrete ceiling. White oak is reserved for the vault whose texture is echoed 
by the stone mosaic floor upon which more refined millwork elements in rich mahogany are placed. 
 

Residential 
Wood Design 
Award 
 
Sponsored by: 
Ontario 
Structural Wood 
Association    
 
Photos: 
Lindsey Reid  
  
  

Project: Clear Water Retreat (Lake of the Woods, ON) 
Architect:   Secter Architecture + Design  
Structural Engineer: Wolfrom Engineering Ltd. 
 
Clear Water Retreat is a 4,200 square-foot cabin set on a granite outcrop overlooking Lake of the Woods, 
Ontario, and oriented for lake view and maximum sun exposure. The cabin’s exposed glulam skeleton has 
dramatic, large spans between structural members. The spaces are filled with a wall of stackable sliding 
glass panels that open to a screened breezeway beyond. These openings extend vertically into a vaulted 
double-height living space, shifting focus from the water toward the sky. Clear Water Retreat embraces 
the dense wind driven forest and water beyond; structural wood components and interior finishes respond 
to the wildness of the surrounding boreal forest. Having the glulam structure prefabricated off-site 
streamlined the construction schedule and facilitated the remote installation. Interior wood-based 
finishes—flooring, millwork, furniture—support the architectural design and leave the landscape as the 
dominant, lasting experience. 
 

Mid-Rise Wood 
Design Award 
 
Sponsored by: 
Weyerhaeuser   
 
Photos:   
KNYMH Inc. 
(finished photos) 
and Homes by 
DeSantis 
(construction 
photo) 

Project: AquaBlu Condominiums (Grimsby, ON) 
Builder: Homes by DeSantis 
Architect:   KNYMH Inc. 
Structural Engineer: Leonard Kalishenko & Associates Ltd.   
 
At 5 storeys tall, this 120 unit development was among the first buildings in Ontario to be constructed 
under the new OBC provisions permitting wood-frame mid-rise construction. Using wood for the primary 
structure supported local trades, suppliers and businesses in the wood construction industry and greatly 
enhanced the project in many ways. The wood structure helped reduce overall construction costs 
(compared to other methods of construction), achieving higher density housing at a low cost. Building with 
wood also offered the project design versatility and flexibility. In addition, using this naturally renewable 
resource resulted in a more sustainable building with a low carbon footprint. This was especially important 
considering the project's location, nestled between Lake Ontario and the Niagara Escarpment. 
 
AquaBlu is positioned perpendicular to the street, offering maximum views over Lake Ontario while 
reducing the impact of a large building along the streetscape. It was important to maintain lakefront views 
from the site. A pleasing pedestrian scale was achieved by stepping the building back at the north end, 
while still offering lake facing terraces on the upper floors. With an abundance of lake views, 
contemporary detailing, and lively aesthetics, AquaBlu has set a benchmark for future developments.    

 



Institutional 
Wood Design 
Award 
< $15 M 
 
Sponsored by: 
Carpenters & 
Allied Workers 
Local 27   
 
Photos:   
Lisa Logan 

Project: Indigenous Sharing and Learning Centre, Laurentian University (Sudbury, ON)   
Architect: Diamond Schmitt Architects 
Structural Engineer: Blackwell 
 
 The ISLC round room was inspired by the form of a wigwam, a traditional building of the Indigenous 
peoples of the Sudbury area. Designing with wood allowed the consultant team to better embrace the 
curved geometry of the space, and celebrate the beauty of natural building materials. The primary wood 
girders, tipped off the central structural axes to look like the gunwales of two canoes, support the dome's 
gravity loads, but also serve to resist lateral loads in the room. Each glulam frame provides the strength 
and ductility to resist seismic loads in their own axis, while never exposing structural connections to the 
viewer. Despite the ambitious 50 foot span, modern glulam fabrication methods allowed for wood to 
perform nearly every structural role in the facility, only being assisted by a small steel tension ring to resist 
the thrust of the dome.  
 
The centre stands adjacent to an existing concrete brutalist building, and is easily recognized as a 
departure from this building style. The round room is set apart materially and geometrically, deviating 
from previous concrete and stone academic architectural traditions, and put on display to celebrate the 
importance of the indigenous community at Laurentian University. Wood provided the material palette 
representing the local indigenous traditions, and is a distinctly natural alternative to the concrete 
construction elsewhere on campus.  
 
The warm aesthetic provided by the wood structure was always intended to be exposed to view in the 
round room itself: so that during a class, meeting, or ceremony, users would see the glulam purlins and 
girders which define the shape of the domed roof. Further interior wood finishes were applied at the 
perimeter to diffuse the light into the room, while creating the impression of an all-wood enclosure, 
despite the glass facade beyond the fins. 
 

Institutional 
Wood Design 
Award 
>$15 M 
 
Sponsored by: 
Resolute Forest 
Products  
 
Photos:  
Scott 
Norsworthy;  
Tom Arban 
  

Project: Aaniin Community Centre and Library (Markham, ON)   
Architect: Perkins + Will 
Structural Engineer: CH2M Hill 
 
 The Aaniin Community Centre + Library is a large multi-use recreation centre containing three gymnasia, 
an aquatics centre, a fitness centre, multi-use rooms, a branch library, and ancillary, food service and 
change room spaces. Wood brought clear advantages to this project as both a structural and architectural 
system. It was central to the overall concept in addressing many of the technical challenges of this building 
type. At the same time, its use in the roof structure enabled greater architectural freedom, permitting 
large cantilevered overhangs without the associated thermal bridging associated with steel. 
 
Inspired by the community’s desire for an open and inclusive centre, the design of Aaniin is generated 
around a massive wood roof: a powerful unifying element that pulls the various programs and spaces 
together. The expansive overhangs heighten this sense of connection and frame unique outdoor rooms 
around the building, including a reading garden, youth terrace and marketplace. The roof system is 
comprised of glulam primary beams, glulam purlins and SPF decking. The primary beams and truss chords 
follow the diagonal grid, establishing the overall geometry of the roof. The purlins, bearing on top of the 
primary member, run east-west, with space between providing pathways for the distribution of services.  
 
In all cases, wood has been chosen for its proven durability and timeless appeal. This is especially vital in 
the pool environment where resistance to corrosion and higher levels of relative humidity is paramount to 
the overall performance of the space. Wood plays an important role in achieving the project’s LEED Gold 
target and broader sustainable objectives. In all cases, a balanced set of initiatives has been employed in 
an effort to maximize conservation of water, energy and resources in the construction and operation of 
the building. Wood’s low embedded energy, clear life cycle assessment benefits, ability to sequester 
carbon as a means of reducing and offsetting harmful CO2 emissions, and regional sourcing made it the 
best choice of material.  



Commercial 
Wood Design 
Award 
  
Sponsored by: 
FPInnovations    
 
Photos: 
Doublespace 
Photography 
and  Courtesy of 
OakWood   

Project: OakWood Showroom and Design Centre (Ottawa, ON)     
Architect: Hobin Architecture 
Structural Engineer: Levac Robichaud Leclerc Associates Ltd.   
 
OakWood provides quality design & construction services to home owners and custom home clients. Their 
philosophy is founded on sustainable practices, and they promote renewable and reclaimed construction 
products and low energy consumption in their designs. The design priority for their new headquarters and 
flagship design centre was to communicate OakWood's philosophy through the selection and visual 
application of materials and finishes. OakWood wanted to demonstrate a variety of construction methods 
and material options in the new facility—which is designed to a LEED Platinum standard—and wood was 
used in many applications that showcase the material’s beauty and flexibility.  
 
The project’s wood elements include cedar soffits, rough hewn timber roof beams and brackets, reclaimed 
lumber for furniture and finishes, acoustic wall panels finished in natural oak and a series of large lattice 
screens. With the design centre’s principal frontage facing south, softening of direct sunlight was required 
without compromising visibility to the showroom inside. Here, large lattice screens of torrefied wood are 
positioned to control sunlight and reduce heat gain. These linear patterned veils contribute strongly to an 
aesthetic that blurs the line between commercial and residential, and set up an inviting, fine-scaled 
approach to the main entrance.  
 
The success of this project relied on an imaginative approach to demonstrating contrasting material 
applications in a way that would still feel connected and homogeneous. This was achieved in no small part 
by the visible use of wood in various forms and formats, highlighting its relationship to other materials 
including masonry, glass and greenery, and in demonstrating its practical and functional advantages.  
 

Northern 
Ontario 
Excellence 
Award 
 
Sponsored by: 
FedNor   
 
Photos:   
Lisa Logan 

Project: North Bay Parry Sound District Health Unit (North Bay, ON)   
Architect: Mitchell Jensen Architects Inc.   
Structural Engineer: Read Jones Christoffersen Ltd.     
   
 Designers and the Health Unit leaders were resolute in their goal of designing a practical facility that 
would embody the Health Unit’s values, welcome the public, inspire staff and visitors, reflect its northern 
location and symbolize the importance of health promotion to the community. The designers recognized 
that connection to nature and awareness of one’s location promotes a sense of cohesion and well-being. 
Wood was an essential element of the material palette used to achieve these objectives. Environmental 
and economic sustainability and durability were other key factors that steered designers toward wood.  
 
“Movement is life”, and fundamental to health. Vertical circulation within the two storey building is 
provided by prominent, comfortable stairs. Expansive glazing and views of landscape help to calm stress 
and to aid wayfinding. Movement is expressed by curved lines connecting the interior to landscape, 
dynamic lighting and articulated by warm rhythmic elements such as the Douglas fir curtain wall along the 
street façade, which curves within to embrace the waiting area, along with the Douglas Fir soffits. This 
warmth and natural beauty is further enhanced within the lobby by an exposed roof structure comprised 
of glue laminated Douglas fir beams and decking, as well as wood veneer panels which extend from the 
exterior through to the lobby; all juxtaposed against a two storey limestone wall. These features are 
repeated at the staff entry.  
 
This wood-focused palette is continued with wood accents in the lobby including a long wood bench 
wrapping the grand stair, wood handrails and abundant white oak veneer doors and accents. White Oak 
veneers and solids were the natural choice for “working walls” - significant features which were designed 
as landmarks to define program areas, while also providing alternative workstation space, lounge space, 
impromptu meeting space and storage of shared resources. These significant wood elements, as well as 
wood doors, millwork and furnishings allowed designers to extend the benefits of a wood-rich 
environment throughout the office areas.  
 



Jury’s Choice 
Award   
  
Sponsored by: 
Eacom  
     
Photos: 
Doublespace 
Photography 
  
  

Project: Albion District Library (Etobicoke, ON)  
Architect: Perkins + Will 
Structural Engineer: Blackwell 
 
The Albion District Library is an urban refuge where colour and materiality are used to evoke a garden for 
all of the library’s diverse users. Wood, with its natural warmth, coloration and ability to evoke an intimate 
domestic scale supports this concept.  
 
Within the library, the roof structure is exposed and the structural glulam wood purlins and tongue and 
groove cedar wood deck allow the ceiling to read as a continuous folded plane. In this sense wood creates 
a continuity of material expression that allows the library to be seen as one open space. Wood acoustic 
panels between the purlins create concealed volumes for mechanical ducts and sprinklers, mitigating 
interruptions in the ceiling plane. The same wood acoustic panels are used to clad the walls at the 
perimeter of the building, ascending and descending with the sloped window frames. Roof and walls 
become architecturally integrated providing a warm enclosure that optimizes acoustic performance.  
 
White oak is used as the wood for all of the acoustic panels, door finishes, custom library millwork 
elements and as the base wood for the library shelving. This mid tone wood with its pronounced grain was 
chosen for its consistency between different formats (millwork, doors and acoustic panels) and its 
durability. A dark carpet and occasional pops of colour in the form of upholstered lounge furniture provide 
contrast and accents against a consistent field of wood finishes and structural elements.  
 
Overall, wood was the material of choice for the interior and structure of Albion library allowing a strong 
and coherent spatial expression that, with its warmth, durability and acoustic qualities create the perfect 
setting for a vibrant community hub.  
 

Jury’s Choice 
Award   
  
Sponsored by: 
Timmerman 
Timberworks 
     
Photos: 
Tom Ridout, 
Industryous 
Photography 

Project: The Reach (Prince Edward County, ON) 
Architect: Kearns Mancini Architects 
  
This project was a journey - a systematic combination of “archaeological” discovery, preservation, 
encapsulation and architectural re-interpretation. The preservation of the original wood was critically 
important to the overall design of the project. The Reach honours the original 19th century farmhouse by 
bringing it in to the 21st century and ensuring that its legacy will endure.  
 
The interior was stripped down to the wood structure and then sandblasted to create a stunning, warm, 
wooden interior. The building was then wrapped in an airtight skin allowing it to meet the strict EnerPHit 
guidelines as prescribed by the Passive House Institute. The envelope is so efficient that an electric “hair 
dryer” (actually a tiny electric heater purchased at a yard sale) is able to maintain comfortable 
temperatures inside even when the temperature is minus 25 degrees Celsius outside.  
 

Designer / 
Builder Award 
 
Sponsored by: 
Timber Systems 
Limited   
 

Designer / Builder: Williamson Williamson Architects Inc. (Toronto, ON) 
 
This celebrated Toronto-based architecture and design firm, led by Betsy and Shane Williamson is 
committed to exploring diverse research and design agendas, which include wood. Shane’s work to situate 
digital fabrication and wood construction in a broader cultural context, and link theories of design and 
technology to sustainable building strategies, will help advance the art and science of wood design. They 
are both deeply active in the design community, have won numerous industry awards for their work, and 
demonstrate considerable leadership in the arena of wood design. These two talented architect-academics 
make regular and significant contributions to the development of a wood culture in Ontario through their 
projects, practice, and mentorship efforts.  
 



Wood Champion 
Award 
 
Sponsored by: 
Ontario Forest 
Industries 
Association   
 

Wood Champion Award: Mayor David Canfield (Kenora, ON); Mayor Alan Spacek (Kapuskasing, ON) 
  
Mayors Canfield and Spacek were recognized with Wood Champion awards for their long term leadership 
and commitment to building with wood. They have championed the use of wood in construction for nearly 
20 years. Since the inception of the Wood WORKS! program, they believed that fostering a wood culture 
would benefit their communities and northern Ontario. From the beginning they supported ‘Build with 
Wood’ resolutions in their municipalities and municipal associations (NOMA and FONOM). Municipal 
projects throughout the north were among the first buildings to demonstrate wood innovation and 
promote sustainability. Later, they both encouraged the Association of Municipalities of Ontario to support 
the changes to the Ontario Building Code that now permit 6 storey wood construction. 
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