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These Are Our Champions
Not all superheroes wear capes, and not all champions wear Olympic medals.
Some champions are understated in their delivery for what garners them a win.
The people I’m referring to are the ones who work tirelessly behind the scenes to
bring new options of construction to Canadians, and who care about their quality
of living. These are the architects, engineers, builders and suppliers who are
mindful in their construction and who want to make a positive impact when it
comes to climate change mitigation and urban densification.
The Wood WORKS! program in Canada is committed to educating, inspiring and
showcasing the benefits of wood in residential construction. The work that we do
would not be successful without the support from the design and construction
teams who see the benefits of building with wood and who specify wood for their
projects.

In addition to the free
continuing education
courses offered at
woodworkselearning.com,
woodsmart.ca offers course
materials designed for
educators.
TOPICS INCLUDE:
Building Science for Wood Buildings,
an eight-lecture module designed to
create the foundational understanding
of the complexity and importance of
thermodynamics and hydrodynamics in
wood buildings.
Shearwalls and Diaphragms, a
discussion of lateral load resisting
systems for vertical and horizontal
bracing, including performance of wood
frame construction, understanding load
paths and design of light wood frame
lateral load assemblies.
And much more!

This magazine insert is dedicated to the many wood champions throughout
Canada who compliment our mission at the Wood WORKS! program and who
help us to reach our goals. Since the program’s inception, Wood WORKS! has
influenced nearly 2,500 projects to use wood – and we’re growing that number
each and every day thanks to the ongoing support from designers and builders.
The team at Wood WORKS! is passionate about diversifying the market options for
wood in construction, and we’re happy to share this passion with Canadian wood
champions. Our country has a deep-rooted history with wood – from our houses
to our hockey sticks, wood has always had a role to play.
The following insert is an homage to the champions within our industry. Their capes
may be hardhats, and instead of medals they carry hammers or blueprints, but their
winnings are equally as valiant, and our world is a better place because of them.
To learn more about Wood WORKS! visit www.wood-works.ca, and get engaged
with your regional program.

2019–20
Wood Design Awards Book
Celebrating Excellence
in Wood Architecture

Andrew Bowerbank
National Director
Wood WORKS!
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This Wood WORKS! magazine insert was created to help inspire
design professionals throughout Canada. Do you have a project
that features wood as a primary building material? Take advantage
of our Wood WORKS! magazine insert and get featured today!
Contact Barbara Murray at bmurray@cwc.ca, and share your story.

Wood WORKS! – Wood Champions

Showcasing unique and international
projects from the Wood Design
Awards Programs.

To order, visit: webstore.cwc.ca

QUICK FACT

Among other awards, Radium Community Hall and
Library received the 2019 Canadian Green Building
Award for a Small Institution.

Wood WORKS! BC’s 2018 Wood Champion, architect Shelley
Craig has an outstanding record of wood innovation, advocacy
and practice excellence, spanning over two decades.
With extensive experience in health, community, institutional
and recreation projects, including many award-winning
buildings, Craig has demonstrated her dedication to fostering
community collaboration as well as economic and environmental
sustainability. “Urban Arts Architecture is committed to
working with wood to build a sustainable and resilient future
for our communities and families,” she says. “We are also
committed to ‘build-local’ strategies, which naturally leads to
wood for our B.C. projects as we support local economies and
promote environment stewardship, aiming for net-zero carbon
buildings.”
Recently, Craig has been working on the Greater Victoria
Library Master Plan, the North Vancouver Museum, Grand
Forks Community Centre and affordable mass timber housing
projects on the Lower Mainland. Her recently completed
Radium Hot Springs Community Centre and Library was one
of the first DLT buildings in Canada, and other award-winning
recent work includes the Summerland Branch Library and the
UBC Engineering Student Centre.

BRITISH COLUMBIA

SHELLEY CRAIG, FRAIC
Co-founder/Principal
Urban Arts Architecture, urban-arts.ca

Craig is well known for her commitment to “built in B.C.”
design and research. In addition to receiving a Wood WORKS!
BC Wood Champion Award, she also has earned a Wood First
Premier’s Award, an AIBC Innovation Award and the 2009 Wood
WORKS! Architect Award for her work featuring wood design and
research. The Canadian Wood Council and Wood WORKS! BC
commends Craig for her advocacy and work to advance a better
understanding of opportunities for wood and how to fulfill them.

UBC ENGINEERING STUDENT CENTRE PHOTO: MARTIN KNOWLES
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ALBERTA

JON REID, P.ENG, M.ARCH

Jon Reid has been the design engineer for a number Wood
Design Award–winning projects throughout the years: La Cuisine
Backstage Kitchen Facility (2012), the Foxtail Café (2013), Folk
Fest Tower (2014), RAW: Gimli and RAW: Almond (2018), and RAW:
Wasagaming (2019).

Senior Engineer
Wolfrom Engineering, wolfromeng.com
WHY DID YOU PURSUE A CAREER IN ENGINEERING?
I’ve always had a fascination with
building and construction, starting
with Legos as a kid and then different
summer jobs throughout my education,
so engineering seemed like the natural
choice for me. I graduated with an
undergrad in Civil Engineering and
went on to pursue a Master’s in
Architecture. After completing my
degree in Architecture, I made the
decision to return to my engineering
roots so that I could work alongside
architects in my career.
I truly enjoy working and collaborating with others; listening to their
comments and desired end-goals for projects. As a structural engineer, we
are often introduced to a project at the early stages, so this is an optimal
opportunity to understand the identified constraints of a project and try to
make the most of those constraints through appropriate design decisions.
Both in the design and construction phases, we put a lot of effort into
providing design strategies and details that are economically constructible,
while maintaining open dialogue throughout the construction process to
ensure the client gets the best desired end result.

TOP, RAW GIMLI; ABOVE, RAW ALMOND. PHOTOS: CLICK.STUDIO, LINDSAY REID

I’m fortunate to work on a number of heritage projects with wood
floor and wall assemblies, and it’s inspiring to see how resilient these
100-plus-year-old buildings are. Technological advances have allowed for
greater sophistication in the raw material usage of wood with engineered
structural composite lumber, but the sophisticated dignity of wood is an
intrinsic quality of the material.

impact. For RAW: Almond, we employed lasercutting strategies that maximized the fabrication
of members from each plywood sheet with little
waste, again without mechanical fasteners
so the fabrications could be reused without
damage. Both projects were constructible in
-40�C conditions without the need for motorized
equipment, allowing for all of the project cost to
be focused towards the finished visible product.
Finally, although these are temporary structures,
they had to be constructed to meet structural
requirements for permanent structures,
and wood provides the strength, robustness and
manipulability for achieving this.

RAW: ALMOND AND RAW: GIMLI WON SPECIAL JURY AWARDS FOR
EPHEMERAL ARCHITECTURE IN THE WOOD DESIGN & BUILDING AWARDS.
WHY USE WOOD FOR THESE PROJECTS?
The natural qualities of wood, economic benefits and ease of construction
were the drivers for specifying wood for both projects, which are situated
in the depth of Manitoba winters on frozen bodies of water, so the inherent
warmth that wood exudes made it the ideal choice. Using highly repetitive,
ready-made products without mechanical fasteners allowed for over 90
percent of the wood used for RAW: Gimli to be returned from loan to the
store for use as a new product, with no cost and minimal environmental

HAVE ANY RESOURCES FROM THE CANADIAN
WOOD COUNCIL OR WOOD WORKS! PROGRAM
HELPED WITH YOUR PROJECTS?
The Wood Design Manual sits on the corner of
my desk, and I use it almost daily. The technical
publications and webinars produced by the Canadian
Wood Council and Wood WORKS! program provide
amazing insight into specialty topics, and I value
their education events to learn from presenters and
discuss product solutions with suppliers.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF USING WOOD IN CONSTRUCTION?
Wood has an inherent beauty and is a unique building material unmatched
by others. It is accepted by the public in a way that perhaps other materials
are not, and when wood is exposed, people engage with it almost
subconsciously. Most people have had the opportunity to cut or drill a 2x4,
chop wood or walk through a forest. Wood is adaptable, economic and the
only naturally sourced building material.
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Timber Systems supplied and installed the mass
timber for the Shoppers Drug Mart Flagship Store
in Toronto (featured in the Fall 2020 insert), which
incorporated a heritage brick facade that was built
in the late 1800s.

ONTARIO

CHRISTOPHER WILLIAMS,

P.ENG., MBA

Vice President
Timber Systems Ltd., timsys.com
WHY DID YOU PURSUE A
CAREER IN ENGINEERING?
I’ve always had an interest in
figuring out how systems get
put together, and the particular
attraction of designing structures
was to be able to actually see
those designs come to life in the
real world. And, being a third
generation of making a career out
of wood construction, there is a bit
of sawdust in the veins.
AFTER WORKING ON THOUSANDS OF WOOD PROJECTS,
DO YOU HAVE ANY ADVICE FOR SOMEONE INTERESTED
IN USING MASS TIMBER FOR THE FIRST TIME?
This is our 40th anniversary, and in that time timber has grown
in popularity every year. It is still new to many, though, and for
those folks my top suggestion is to make sure that your team
is willing to engage with experienced players, and design for
the best advantages of timber. Similar to any material, it has its
own characteristics, and doing a “straight swap” for a concrete
or steel design won’t often give the best result.
TORONTO MONTESSORI SCHOOL BAY VIEW CAMPUS PHOTO: TOM ARBAN PHOTOGRAPHY

HAVE YOU USED ANY RESOURCES FROM THE CANADIAN
WOOD COUNCIL OR WOOD WORKS! PROGRAM TO HELP
WITH YOUR WOOD PROJECTS?
Absolutely! What springs to mind is the support of the
Canadian Wood Council and its Wood WORKS! program on the
code side of things, particularly with building officials who are
somewhat new to the world of mass timber.

Timber Systems has changed the landscape of heavy timber
construction in Canada through relentless innovation and
commitment to value. Timber construction is our passion, and
we know how to effectively introduce the beauty of wood to
any building project – regardless of whether it is pushing the
envelope of contemporary design, or a more traditional style.

WHAT WOOD PROJECTS ARE YOU CURRENTLY WORKING ON?
One exciting project that’s going up right now is a pair of
twin six-storey buildings in downtown Toronto, which are all
timber, including stair and elevator shafts. The buildings have
gone up very quickly and in a very tight urban site, a huge
advantage to the overall construction schedule.

WHAT ARE SOME ADVANTAGES OF WORKING WITH WOOD?
While most people are initially drawn to the beautiful aesthetics
of wood, the performance advantages in construction time,
material weight, carbon sequestration and integration with
other materials really make wood stand apart. Plus, in Canada
we have a robust forest industry – up and down the value
chain – dedicated to maintaining this renewable resource for
the future.

Wood construction has made great strides over the last
decade, but we are only just spreading our wings as an
industry. I cannot wait to see what kind of structures we’ll be
building in five years!

For me, the most rewarding aspect of building in wood is when
you walk into a completed building and feel the natural warmth
and connection of nature to the built environment – that’s truly
unique to our industry.

Wood WORKS! – Wood Champions
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QUEBEC

FRANCIS MOISAN

The Charpentes Montmorency plant introduced a new product:
nail-laminated timber (NLT). In addition to its aesthetic appeal,
this new product optimizes the use of wood by alternately
juxtaposing 2x3s and 2x4s, and it offers excellent structural
capacity while also being very economical.

President
Charpentes Montmorency, structuresdebois.com/en

The President of Charpentes Montmorency, Francis
Moisan, has been immersed in the world of forestry
and construction since a young age. “I worked for
three years as a forest technician before going back
to school to study Wood Science and Engineering in
2003. Wood construction was booming at the time,
with the construction of the Kreuger Pavilion at Laval
University,” he recalls.
After working for a few years for Tembec, a sawmill
company in Abitibi, Moisan then put his wood knowledge
to good use in the building engineering industry at
Stavibel. “Five years later, I returned to Saint-Raymond,
where I grew up, and took over the reins at Charpentes
Montmorency, which, at the time, was the only heavy
timber framing company to have a CNC,” he adds.
It’s thanks to him that the company broadened its
niche in order to make inroads into the commercial
construction sector.
His biggest source of pride is the new Charpentes
Montmorency plant that serves as a showcase for the
company’s expertise and know-how. “We wanted to
construct a building that was very beautiful, but also
simple, economical and quick to build, so that it would
be reproduceable for other projects,” he explains. The
building features a new type of nail-laminated timber
panel for the ceiling. This NLT paneling alternately
juxtaposes 2x3s and 2x4s, which are nailed along the
edge, and is used in a single span. “We fell in love with
it when we were raising the panel during the testing
phase!” says Moisan. His concept has since been
adopted for the head office of the manufacturer Oïkos
and for the new Saint-Raymond business incubator.
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Kendall Taylor has won numerous design awards,
including the 2019 Architect of the Year Award
from Atlantic Wood WORKS! and several Lieutenant
Governor’s awards.

ATLANTIC

KENDALL TAYLOR, MRAIC

President
Root Architecture Inc., rootarchitecture.ca

In
2011,
Root
Architecture Inc.
was founded on the
principle of doing
the right thing
while you have
the
opportunity
to do so. Many
generations have
faced
different
battles;
today,
climate change is
ours. The name of the firm speaks to the values of Kendall Taylor,
who wanted to create a company that inspires him as well as
those with whom he works. With more than 210 years of family
history in Nova Scotia, Taylor is committed to doing his part to
ensure this legacy endures.
Taylor has been practicing architecture on a variety of
successful projects for over 35 years, working with both private
and public sector clients. He was one of the first professionals
in Atlantic Canada to become LEED Accredited, served as the
director of the Canadian Green Building Council in 2003–2012
and has made numerous presentations on green building
issues, as well as facilitated many LEED and sustainability
workshops. Taylor continues to produce architecture for many
sectors of the design industry – from private homes to
government facilities and large public centers – with a focus on
sustainability in practice through every endeavor.
WHERE DO YOU SEE THE CURRENT ROLE OF
WOOD IN OUR BUILT ENVIRONMENT?
Within our marketplace, we continue to see wood used
extensively in certain building types. Advancement in fire
protection and alternative approaches to designing are starting
to show us the potential of wood in larger and taller buildings.
We are seeing examples of mass timber and specifically nail
laminated timber (NLT) emerging in Atlantic Canada.

WHAT DO YOU SEE FOR THE FUTURE
OF WOOD IN CONSTRUCTION?
With the expansion of the mass timber industry, coupled with
our need to reduce our carbon footprint, wood will become
even more prevalent in our small and large buildings. Our hope
is that we have mass timber manufacturers set up throughout
the country utilizing local species of wood. NLT requires less
manufacturing infrastructure and is the most likely building
element that will penetrate our region.

WHY IS IT SO IMPORTANT FOR THE NEXT
GENERATION OF ARCHITECTS TO KNOW HOW
TO DESIGN AND BUILD WITH WOOD?
Wood is timeless when exposed within buildings. When used
in a balanced approach within an interior, it can create a great
sense of warmth and calmness for all occupants. Even when
wood is not exposed, the carbon footprint benefits further
emphasize it as an important design element. We also need
to learn more about how wood interacts with other building
materials in regards to expansion and contraction as we build
larger buildings from wood.
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NATIONAL
PARTNERS
WOOD
WORKS!
REGIONS
IN CANADA
National Wood WORKS!
c/o Canadian Wood Council
99 Bank St., Suite 400
Ottawa, ON K1P 6B9
Tel: 613.747.5544
British Columbia
837 Riverside Drive
North Vancouver, BC V7H 1V6
Tel: 877.929.WOOD (9663)
Alberta
900-10707 100 Ave.
Edmonton, AB T5J 3M1
Tel: 780.392.1952
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Quebec
1175, avenue Lavigerie Bureau 200
Quebec, QC G1V 4P1
Tel: 418.650.7193
Ontario
1350 Fisher St., Unit 115
North Bay, ON P1B 2H1
Tel: 866.886.3574
Atlantic
c/o Maritime Lumber Bureau
P.O. Box 459
Amherst, NS B4H 4A1
Tel: 902.667.3889

