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We plan to include a special feature in 
the next several Canadian Wood Design 
& Building magazine issues to serve as 
your one-stop-shop for our program, 
services and event updates as well as 
information on innovation in wood use in 
construction. 

the vision of Wood WORKS! is to foster 
and develop a wood culture in Canada.  
along with our many dedicated part-
ners, much progress has been made in 
strengthening the innovative capacity 
of manufacturers, architects, engineers 
and others working in building design 
and construction areas – ensuring the 
next generation of design and con-
struction professionals is aware of the 
significant performance, socio-econom-
ic and environmental benefits of building 
more with wood. 

Wood WORKS!, an industry-led Canadian 
Wood Council market development ini-
tiative, has helped to increase the use 
of wood in construction in Canada. With 
the support of our industry, research, 
government and trade association 
partners, the program has established 
operations in British Columbia, alberta, 
ontario, Québec (Cecobois) and the 

Etienne Lalonde
National Project Director

WelCome to our First speCial 
Wood WORKS! Feature

Wood WORKS! regions in Canada
National Wood Works!
c/o Canadian Wood Council
99 Bank street, suite 400
ottawa, on K1p 6B9
Tel: 613-747-5544

British Columbia
Mailing Address:
po Box 26052 West Kelowna, BC V4t 2g3
Courier Address:
1492 gregory road, West Kelowna, BC V4t 2r2
Tel: 1-877-929-WOOD (9663)

Alberta
900-10707 100 ave. 
edmonton. aB t5J 3m1
Tel: 780-392-1952

atlantic region to build our national 
wood design and construction capacity.  
our team delivers training opportunities, 
networking events and project-specific 
technical support activities. the jour-
ney to achieve our vision has led us 
to examine opportunities to increase 
wood use in construction in Canada. 
through communication, education and 
networking, we have supported wood 
use in high-profile projects such as: 
the richmond olympic oval (British 
Columbia), the north Bay regional 
health Centre (ontario) and over 150 
mid-rise buildings – supporting the use 
of wood where it makes sense and in 
unison with other structural products.
 
Wood WORKS! technical support servic-
es have resulted in significant increases 
of lumber, structural wood panels and 
engineered wood product use in a variety 
of construction projects across Canada.  
our collective success to grow the 
market for wood use in construction 
over the last 14 years is a testament 
to wood’s ability to meet changing 
performance, sustainability and cost-
effective requirements. there are now 
more innovative wood applications and 
inspirational designs in Canada thanks 

to Wood WORKS! and our partners. the 
industry is evolving to meet the chang-
ing architectural demands due to urban 
densification and preferences for sus-
tainable building.  Wood’s versatility has 
and will continue to be a valuable asset 
to the building community. the expertise 
that is being developed in Canada is now 
being exported to overseas markets, as 
it is in the u.s., Canadian architects and 
builders are showcasing the possibilities 
of building with wood to the world by 
specifying new wood products and by 
using new and existing wood products in 
innovative ways.

looking toward the future – Wood 
WORKS! will remain focused on achieving 
long-term sustainable growth in demand 
for the use of wood in construction and 
build upon the many relationships made 
with design and construction communi-
ties throughout Canada.

Ontario
60 Commerce Court, 
p.o. Box 5001, 
north Bay 
on p1B 8K9
Tel: 1-866-886-3574

Québec
1175, avenue lavigerie Bureau 200 
Québec, QC
g1V 4p1 
Télé : 418-650-7193

Atlantic
c/o maritime lumber Bureau
po Box 459 amherst, ns B4h 4a1
Tel: 902-667-3889
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alberta’s Wood WORKS! shares office 
space with the alberta Forest products 
association and works with the 
association and industry to advocate  
for wood use in non-residential 
construction projects. this close 
interaction allows for networking 
between wood suppliers and customers, 
industry support for events, and 
integrated promotional campaigns.

Key initiatives for alberta Wood WORKS! 
include: informing the architectural 
community about the benefits of wood 
use and the construction properties of 
wood through a variety of wood-focused 
education and training seminars; 
recognizing innovative wooden 
buildings with the prairie Wood design 
awards; lobbying officials for broader 
building codes that facilitate wood 
construction; and developing videos, 
printed materials, and case studies to 
showcase the aesthetic, economic, and 
environmental benefits of building with 
wood.

encouraging elected officials to 
become involved with the promotion 
of wood construction has been a 
valuable strategy for alberta Wood 
WORKS!. in the summer of 2012, a 
video was developed that details the 
environmental benefits of wood and the 
positive impact that the industry has on 
forest-based communities. 

alberta Wood WORKS! will continue 
this momentum by seeking new and 
innovative ways to tell the great story 
of wood. 

Wood WORKS! officially launched in 
atlantic Canada in 2011. the maritime 
lumber Bureau, which has represented 
the interests of wood producers in the 
atlantic region since 1938, is responsible 
for the leadership and management of the 
project. the project is a coordinated effort, 
funded by the provinces of nova scotia, 
new Brunswick, and newfoundland 
and labrador; the atlantic Canada 
opportunities agency; Canadian Wood 
Council and the maritime lumber Bureau. 
atlantic Wood WORKS!’s objective is to 
deliver a balanced program that provides 
an equitable and proportional level of 
effort to influence, educate and inspire 
building professionals in each of the four 
provinces within the atlantic region.

all of the activities and deliverables as 
intended outcomes of the project can 
be summarized as “growing the market” 
for locally produced wood products 
within the atlantic region, and creating 
market diversification for those producers 
currently dependant on more traditional 
distribution trends. those activities 
are managed and coordinated by geoff 
schimmel. 
 
the establishment of an atlantic region 
Wood WORKS! project means that the 
Canadian Wood Council’s umbrella 
program spans from newfoundland 
and labrador to Vancouver island, 
B.C., making its sphere of influence 
truly national in nature. Collectively, we 
encourage decision-makers and design/
build professionals to pursue sustainable, 
lifecycle-smart wood construction and to 
support “build with wood” policies.

meet our regional leaders

Brady Whittaker
President & CEO of 
the Alberta Forest 
Products Association and 
Provincial Director for 
Alberta Wood WORKS!

Diana Blenkhorn
President & CEO of 
the Maritime Lumber 
Bureau, and Director 
of the Atlantic Wood 
WORKS!

2 0 1 2  e V e n t s alBerta atlantiC

Mark your
Calendars

oCtoBer
Oct. 23
Wood solutions Fair
Vancouver

noVemBer
Nov. 5
prairie Wood design 
awards gala
Edmonton

Nov. 6, 7
Formation logiciel saFi 
Bois, calcul de charpente
Sainte-Foy

Nov. 7
ontario Wood WORKS! 
awards gala
Toronto

Nov. 13, 14
Formation Construire en 
bois pour architects
Montréal

Nov. 20 
Wood solutions Fair 
Toronto

Nov. 20, 28
Formation logiciel bois ada 
de graitec
Québec

Nov. 30
Deadline for Submissions 
Wood design & Building 
awards

deCemBer
Dec. 5
Formation sur la 
construction en panneaux 
lamellés-croisés (Clt)
Montréal
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meet our regional leaders

Buildings can significantly influence the 
well-being of people, so it’s essential 
that public facilities show leadership in 
human-centred design. in healthcare, 
evidence suggests that incorporating 
natural elements, such as wood and 
sunlight, helps foster healing by 
generating positive feelings, reducing 
stress and increasing overall patient 
comfort and staff productivity. 

ontario has shown considerable 
leadership incorporating wood into new 
hospital designs. the trend began in 
2004 where structural wood was used in 
the main public corridor of the thunder 
Bay regional health sciences Centre.  
subsequently, the Credit Valley hospital 
and Carlo Fidani peel regional Cancer 
Centre also used structural wood 
elements in key public spaces. the new 
north Bay regional health Centre also 
makes extensive use of wood and is the 
first hospital in Canada to use wood in 
a B2 (care and treatment) occupancy. 
the facility has become an international 
example of how and why to use wood.  

Building on successes in the healthcare 
arena, ontario Wood WORKS! is currently 
focused on providing assistance to 
expand the use of wood in educational 
buildings. We have published a reference 
guide that contains a detailed analysis 
of the ontario Building Code that shows 
designers all the ways wood can be 
used in low-rise educational buildings 
in ontario. Wood buildings meet code 
requirements, deliver speed and savings, 
and result in a warmer, more natural 
environment that benefit students, 
faculty and support staff.  

Wood WORKS! BC is proud to distinguish 
itself as being at the genesis of the national 
Wood WORKS! project. in 1998, Wood 
WORKS! began as two pilot projects  – one of 
them in the northern B.C. forest-dependent 
community of prince george. i joined the 
organization in 1999, and have seen the 
project grow into a respected program that 
is a template nationally and now in the u.s. 

While there is certainly an historical context 
for wood use in our province, there has 
been a renaissance in the use of wood 
over the last 15 years. Wood WORKS! BC 
has been a strong advocate for wood use 
and has been at the leading edge of the 
work that has led to significant milestone 
developments in the province. the 2009 
introduction of the Wood First Act in B.C. – 
which requires provincially funded buildings 
to feature wood as the primary construction 
material within the B.C. Building Code – 
has been enthusiastically received by local 
governments. 

also in 2009, the B.C. Building Code 
was revised to permit light frame wood 
construction in mid-rise residential 
buildings. more than 100 mid-rise buildings 
are now being considered for construction.

the result from these developments is a 
new demand for wood in B.C., stimulating 
the province’s forest industry, providing 
prosperity to communities while promoting 
climate-friendly construction. 

Mary Tracey was presented with the Premier’s 
Wood Champion Award in 2010.  Mary was a 
leading advocate for wood use in the Olympic 
venues and also a driving force behind the 
change to the B.C. Building Code.

depuis le lancement de la stratégie 
québécoise d’utilisation du bois 
dans la construction en 2008, de 
nombreux acteurs se sont mobilisés 
pour concrétiser le virage bois en 
construction non résidentielle, et ce, 
dans une perspective de lutte aux 
changements climatiques. entre autres 
articulée autour de la Coalition Bois 
et de CeCoBois, cette mobilisation 
a interpellé de nombreux acteurs de 
différents horizons. Cette mobilisation 
a mené, entre autres, à l’adoption par 
le gouvernement du Québec d’un devoir 
d’exemplarité face à l’usage du bois 
dans ses propres constructions et à 
l’adoption de résolutions municipales 
favorables au bois. plusieurs fabricants 
de produits du bois ont également 
consentis des efforts considérables de 
mises en marché.

depuis, plusieurs nouvelles 
constructions témoignent de ces 
engagements : complexes sportifs, 
bâtiments institutionnels, salles de 
spectacles, sans oublier l’édifice de six 
étages du Fondaction qui constituait 
une première en amérique du nord. 
de son côté, CeCoBois a consacré 
d’importants efforts à la sensibilisation, 
au soutien technique, à la formation 
et au développement de guides et 
d’outils techniques pour supporter 
les professionnels et renverser les 
réticences face à l’utilisation du bois. en 
2010, nous constations que l’ensemble 
de ces efforts avaient contribué à faire 
progresser l’usage du bois de 33 % en 
quatre ans. Ces résultats confirment 
que la fierté de construire en bois est 
redevenue nettement palpable.

Marianne Berube
Executive Director
Ontario Wood WORKS!

Mary Tracey
Executive Director for 
Wood WORKS! 
British Columbia

Louis Poliquin
Directeur général 
Cecobois

ontarioBritish ColumBia QuéBeC
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Wood design aWards

the Wood awards are celebrated by Wood 
WORKS! as an opportunity to recognize 
wood projects that inspire the way we think 
about wood and its applications. Winning 
projects demonstrate a wide range of 
wood product applications and reveal 
an understanding and passion for the 
many diverse structural and architectural 
qualities of wood as a building material. 

the awards would not be possible without 
the dedicated jurors; a selection of 
individuals within the design community. 
the jury individually reviews each entry 
based on considerations such as creativity, 
appropriate use of wood materials, 
ability to satisfy client building and site 
requirements and overall aesthetic appeal 
for the use and application of wood.  

this section features selected projects 
from regional awards programs. to 
learn more about the awards please visit 
www.wood-works.org.

TOP: Wood is a sustainable and beautiful building material 
and an economic driver in many communities throughout 
the Prairies. The Awards celebrate not only architectural 
achievement, but also the relationship between communities 
that produce wood and the consumers who use the product.

MIDDLE: MCs Marianne Berube and Brian Bertrand welcome 
guests to the 2011 Wood WORKS!  Wood Design Awards 
celebration in Ontario.

BOTTOM: Diana Blenkhorn, President and CEO of the Maritime 
Lumber Bureau.

TOP: Allocution du directeur de cecobois,  
monsieur Louis Poliquin, lors des Prix d’excellence 

cecobois 2011 qui ont eu lieu au Théâtre Plaza 
Montréal, le 1er juin 2011. Environ 200 personnes 

étaient présentesé.

BOTTOM: Wood WORKS! BC's annual Wood Design 
Awards is a celebrated recognition event, saluting 

distinguished building and design professionals and 
their projects every spring (including attendance 

and an award in the name of the B.C. Premier)

reCognizing 
ExCEllENCE in Wood design
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WorKshops + lunCheons

as part of Wood WORKS!’s educational 
outreach, each region offers technical 
workshops and conferences. Covering 
a wide variety of topics on wood 
products and applications within 
buildings and construction, guest 
speakers from a range of expertise, 
as well as Wood WORKS! technical 
advisors, offer presentations and 
insight into the innovation of wood 
design and building. 

this page features highlights from a 
regional perspective. to learn more 
about workshops or luncheons in your 
region, please refer to the calendar on 
the Canadian Wood Council website at 
www.cwc.ca. 

supporting 
ExCEllENCE in Wood design

TOP: Wood Design Luncheons, workshops and in-house 
seminars offer hundreds of hours of professional 
development, technical support and wood expertise to 
building and design professionals in B.C. every year.

MIDDLE: Member of industry addressing municipal leaders 
in Nova Scotia.

BOTTOM: Formation sur les logiciels de conception en bois 
qui a eu lieu les 22 et 23 mars 2010 au Pavillon Kruger de 
l’Université Laval.

TOP: Wood Design Luncheon Conference in Toronto:  
Wood Use in Low-Rise Educational Buildings - Ontario.

BOTTOM:  The Timber Connections Design workshop is 
a popular Alberta Wood WORKS!  event that empowers 
the design community to build with wood. Participants 

gain confidence through team problem solving, 
breakout sessions, case study review, demonstrations 

and presentations.  Participants see actual design 
examples used in theory; tested to breaking point on a 

connection breaking apparatus!
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Wood solutions Fairs

the premier event in Canada dedicated 
to design and construction with wood 
and wood products, Wood solutions 
Fairs are offered by the various Wood 
WORKS! regions throughout the year. 
these events are an excellent venue 
for architects, engineers and other 
decision-makers specifically interested 
in building with wood, to meet and 
learn about the new innovations within 
the industry. Wood solutions Fairs 
feature presentations on various topics, 
followed by break-out sessions where 
attendees are given an opportunity to 
visit the many information booths of 
companies that specify wood and wood 
products. 

this page features regional highlights 
from past fairs. to learn more about 
Wood solutions Fairs in your region, 
please refer to the calendar on the 
Canadian Wood Council website at 
www.cwc.ca. 

TOP: The Massive Wood Symposium in Calgary, is an annual 
free event for members of the design community that features 
international speakers, award winning structures,  
and manufacturers showcasing what's new in wood design 
and construction. 

MIDDLE: Atlantic Wood WORKS! is present at numerous trade 
shows and exhibitions across the region.

BOTTOM: CECOBOIS participe à plusieurs expositions 
et évènements à travers le Québec afin d’y promouvoir 
l’utilisation du bois dans la construction non résidentielle.

TOP: The Wood Solutions Fair in B.C. is the 
premier annual event dedicated to wood. It 

draws more than 1,200 architects, engineers 
and building professionals.

BOTTOM: Technical Director, Max Torossi, 
discussed wood use in mid-rise structures with 
a delegate at the Ontario Wood WORKS! booth 

during the Ottawa Wood Solutions Fair.

inspiring 
ExCEllENCE in Wood design

PHOTO CREDIT: Philippe Ruel



Wood WORKS! – Fostering a Wood Culture in Canada8

Self-paced professional development programs for Architects, Engineers and Building Professionals.  
A convenient, affordable way to earn continuing education credits on your own time.

www.woodworkselearning.com
Earn continuing education hours recognized by the AIA from an international faculty of renowned architects, engineers, researchers  
and educators presenting the most current information on wood products, design and applications.

Earn continuing education credits online from the 

Wood WORKS!
    eLEARNING CENTRE

CWC_Elearning.indd   1 5/14/12   12:42 PM

national partners

View our 
Case Studies:

Mid-Rise 
Construction in BC

The Richmond 
Olympic Oval

Angus Glen

View our Cecobois Journal

For more inFormation please Visit: www.wood-works.org


